
Welcome to Class 5!  
 
Welcome back to school! I hope that you have enjoyed the Christmas break and are 
rested and raring to come back to school for your first term of 2023 at The Pochin 
School. It’s going to be a great one! The children have settled really well and seeing 
them role model the behaviour expected for Year 6 is great. There are some great 
things planned for the year. PE will be on Wednesdays and Fridays so please make 
sure your kit is in school on those days.  
 
ENGLISH 
 
In English, we will be looking at writing independently and confidently. There will be 
lots of opportunities to develop your writing skills as we write letters, narratives, 
information texts and a newspaper report.  Not only will we be perfecting our 
handwriting and really embedding accurate spelling choices, but we will also be 
ensuring our grammar knowledge is sound and our punctuation is accurate. Reading 
is so important in Year 6; you know that I want to develop a class of independent 
and enthusiastic readers. I hope you enjoyed your Christmas reading surprise?! To 
make 2023 your year of reading, there are lots of books to interest and intrigue you. 
We will work together to be thoughtful, fluent readers whose understanding of rich 
vocabulary is constantly developing.  
 
Our Class Readers 
 
Having finished Tom Palmer’s fantastic story, “Armistice Runner” and a classic 
Michael Morpurgo novel, “Friend or Foe,” our next class reader will be Pig Heart Boy. 
This powerful novel from the award-winning children’s author Malorie Blackman tells 
the story of a young boy called Cameron who suffers from heart disease. The novel 
deals with the contemporary issue of animal organ transplants and is a gripping read 
from the first page. 
 

               
  
 
 
MATHS 
 
In maths, we will be working on developing our understanding of fractions, decimals 
and percentages whilst consolidating the use of efficient methods for all four 
operations. The times tables knowledge acquired in Year 5 is critical and we will 
continue to practice these facts at school and at home. Now you are Year 6, it’s time 



to dominate that school leader board. Surely it should be a Year 6 not a Year 5 pupil 
who is crowned our school champion?! Our cross curricular maths will be important 
in our design and technology work as well in science and computing.  
 
 
 
 
TOPIC 
 
Our topic for this term is “Into the Unknown!“ Understanding how Ernest Shackleton 
managed to survive a horrific series of events in Antarctica will allow us not only to 
gain a deeper understanding of the Endurance expeditions, but to explore the 
geography of Antarctica and to compare it with our own landscape. We know 
Antarctica is changing rapidly. We’ll find out why and how we can reduce the impact 
of global warming.  
 
In science we will be developing our understanding of animals and how they are 
grouped. In computing we will be developing our understanding of programming by 
using if, then and lese statements as we work with micro:bits.  In art we’ll learn to 
create impactful art by creating photomontages.  
 
Our PE sessions will take place on Wednesdays with the PE coach and Fridays. All of 
our lessons this half term will be focused on football and badminton.  
 
Recommended Reads 
 
The following titles are related to our Into the Unknown topic.  
 
 

       
 
For more ideas, click here  or here 
 
Homework  
 
Homework this term is designed to  
 

• support your child’s learning in class; 

• give them the opportunities to go over and revisit passed taught topics; 



• improve their speed of processing skills and quick mental recall; 

• increase their opportunities to read for pleasure, which improves speed of 
reading, sight vocabulary, spelling recall and help enhances creative writing 
and knowledge of the world. 

 

Whilst many children have after school activities and commitments, the homework is 
manageable in small chunks and shouldn’t require more than 15 minutes daily. 
Learning how to manage homework in Year 6 is an essential skill that children will 
need in Year 7 so please  work together to make a timetable if need be mapping out 
what nights you will do each part.  

Homework to be completed weekly: 

• Reading 5 times a week and complete reading diary 

• Read Theory online reading and quiz activities 

• Spellings- look cover write check sheet and spelling consolidation activity 

• Times Tables using TT Rock Stars 

• Maths consolidation activity- revisiting key learning from Year 5 

• One termly topic homework to share at the homework celebration on the 6th 
October. 

Whilst some children will find managing the homework relatively easy; for others it 
will be significantly more challenging. Ensuring children have acquired the skills 
needed to succeed as independent learners in the next stage of their learning is key. 
All children will benefit from parental encouragement and support, whether it is 
helping them find a quiet place to work, supporting them in time management or 
talking about areas they are finding tricky.  To maximise the impact of the work 
children do at home, we will be marking it together on a Friday. Please make sure 
your child has their homework pack in school every Friday. If they are finding 
something particularly challenging, please encourage them to come and ask me for 
help in the days preceding Friday’s marking lesson.  

Read Theory is a free online platform which has helped children at The Pochin 
School significantly over the last two years, playing an important role in helping our 
children achieve so successfully in their Reading SATs. At the end of the letter you 
will find an information sheet explaining all about the site. Alternatively this video 
explains how the site works. 

The children have impressed me so far with their enthusiasm for learning and with 
their hard work and organisation. I’m looking forward to see them blossom further.  I 



aim to support all the children to develop to their full potential. If you have any 
concerns or queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me via the school office.  

 

H Southwell.  

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


