
 

 

 

Spring 1 Newsletter                             
14th January 2022 

Happy New Year! We hope you had a lovely family break over the festive period. 
We are excited to be back for the spring term and our ‘3, 2, 1… Blast Off!’ topic. 

In English, we will learning about the story of Winnie the Witch in Space. We will 
then be using this story to write our own fantasy space stories this term. We will 
use the fun and learning from our ‘trip to the moon’ on our space day to support 
our writing. We will then be learning about information texts and writing our own 
information texts about a famous astronaut. If you have any space stories or 
information books at home, please send them in for us to share at story time. 

In Maths, the Reception Children will be continue to review numbers 1-4 and 
explore 0 and 5. We will be looking at these numbers in lots of different contexts, 
e.g. shapes and money. You can support your child at home by going on number 
hunts, playing board games together, playing shops and learning to form the 
numerals 0-5 correctly. Year 1 children will be continuing to develop their addition 
and subtraction knowledge. There will be a bigger focus on subtraction within 20 
and moving towards counting forwards and backwards within 50. You can 
continue to support your children at home by playing board games, playing shops 
and buying things with coins and calculating change from 10p and 20p. Alongside 
this, please continue to learn the 2, 5 and 10 times tables.  

For our topic this term, we are looking at the significant individuals who have 
contributed to national and international achievements in space travel. We will 
begin by looking at the timeline of space travel including the first successful 
spacecraft and animals that travelled through space. We will also explore the life of 
astronauts onboard and what it takes to become an astronaut. There are some 
astronauts we will look at more closely including Neil Armstrong and Tim Peak, 
but we will also discuss other astronauts that have contributed. Space afternoon 
will be on Friday 4th February- details to follow.   

This term we are introducing homework books for year 1 that will come home 
each week with a maths and/or English activity for your child to complete. 
Please ensure that the purple book is returned to school each Thursday with the 
homework sheets completed. For spellings, we ask you to learn to read and spell 
the red words on your red word mat (in your reading folder) and year 1s will now 
get weekly spellings linked to their phonics group. Please continue to complete the 
spellings daily to prepare them for a brief spelling test on Friday. Please also 
continue to support your children at home with regular reading and record this in 
their reading diary. 

Many thanks, Mrs Gatward and Mrs Lovett 😊  


