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Spring Term 1 – Reception and Year 1 
Homework 

        21st January 2022 

Dear Parents, 

Homework this term is designed to:  

 support your child’s learning in class; 

 improve their speed of processing skills and quick mental recall; 

 increase their opportunities to read for pleasure, which improves speed of reading, sight vocabulary, spelling 
recall and help enhances creative writing and knowledge of the world. 

 
Reception Expectations 
Homework to be completed weekly: 

 5 reads a week – book/green words  

 Phonics/Red word Spellings (5 mins a day) 
 
Half termly we would like to select 2 activities to complete from the ‘pick and mix’ homework. Reception parents 
we welcome you to help your child in their choice by scribing for them or assisting them, but please remember we 
love to see their work so it does not have to be perfect!   
 
Year 1 Expectations: 
Homework to be completed weekly: 

 5 reads a week 

 Phonics/Spelling sheets (5 mins a day) 

 Review and learn the common exception words and their red words (5 mins a day) 

 Maths and/or English sheets weekly – purple homework book 
 

Half termly we would like to select 2 activities to complete from the ‘pick and mix’ homework 
 
We actively encourage parents and carers to support their child’s reading by listening to them read at least five 
times a week. We aim for all our children to develop a love of literature through widespread reading. This could 
include listening to them read their bookbag book, as well as sharing a bed time story and more advanced literature 
to promote an enjoyment for reading. 
 
Each week your child will have a list of spellings to practice at home, which they will have a brief spelling test in their 
phonics group on Fridays. Please ensure you spend at least 5 minutes each day supporting your child with these 
spellings; this might include discussing the meanings and writing them in a sentence or you could use the table 
provided to review them daily. 
 
There is a list of common exception words that your child is expected to know by the end of their school year. They 
must be able to read and write them without sounding them out phonetically. We ask that you spend 5 minutes 
each day practicing and revisiting them to ensure your child can consistently read and spell them correctly and at 
pace. 
 
Phonics is the foundations to reading and writing so we also ask that you spend 5 minutes each day practicing with 
your child. There will be resources on the website to support you with the sounds that you can be revisiting at home. 
 
 
This term we are introducing purple homework books that will come home each week with 1-2 maths and English 
activities for your child to complete. Please ensure that the purple book is returned to school each Thursday with 
the homework sheets completed.   
 



We hope you are able to support your child at home, as we support them with all their hard work in class. As always 
if you should feel the need to come and talk to us, please catch us after school or make an appointment with the 
office. We will endeavour to get back to parents as soon as possible. Please remember that homework is important 
but that if is causing problems let us know and we can work together to make it work for you and your family. 
 
Kind regards 
Mrs Gatward and Mrs Lovett 
Class 1 Teachers 

 

 

 

  



Class 1 and Pick and Mix Homework 
 

All children in class 1 and 2 need to be reading daily at home and we ask the parent to sign and record this in their 

reading record.  Year 1 and 2 children also have weekly spellings to learn.  

In addition to this, we would like all children in class 1 and 2 to pick at least 2 of the activities from the table below 

and send them into school by Wednesday 9th February. Reception parents we welcome you to help your child in 

their choice by scribing for them or assisting them, but please remember we love to see their work so it does not 

have to be perfect!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design and technology 

Make a rocket model or 

make a planet or moon 

model. 

 

History 

Research a famous 

astronaut and present 

you facts. 

Poster 
Fact file 

Powerpoint 
Report 

 

Reading 

Visit the library and find a 

book about space – 

fiction or non-fiction and 

then write a book or draw 

a review for the class. 

 

Phonics/maths 

Make a board game that 

will help you learn your 

red words. 

 

Computing 

Research any interesting 

information about a 

famous astronaut that 

interests you. 

 

English 

Write a short fictional 

story about a trip to 

space. Think about how 

you got there, who went 

with you, what happened 

when you got there and 

whether you came home. 

Art 

Create a portrait of a 

famous astronaut using 

any art/craft materials 

that you have at home. 

 

Science 

Create bottle rocket that 

self-propels. Research 

with your grown ups 

‘bottle rocket science 

experiment’. Video and 

photograph the results. 

 



 



 



 


