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Curriculum Statement 
At The Pochin School we believe that our curriculum should be broad, balanced, creative, 

relevant and meet the needs of all our children. 

We aim to provide the very best educational experience for all children so they love coming 

to school and gain a life-long love of learning, within a nurturing environment. 

The curriculum we deliver is comprised of the National Curriculum (Sept 2014), Religious 

Education, education relating to the uniqueness of our school (The Pochin Family) and the 

wider curriculum. We ensure that all children have a wide range of learning experiences 

that challenge, stimulate and promote thinking and learning. As a school we are unique in 

the heritage with its links with a local family (The Pochin Family – who have provided and 

been integral to the education to the local village children for over 200 years).  The wider 

curriculum is promoted through our ethnically diverse community of families who attend, 

rich links with a school in France and our strong ethos that provides the children with the 

desire, skills and ability to become activate, responsible members of the school and wider 

community. 

The principle subjects of the curriculum are: English, mathematics, science, and religious 

studies. These subjects are taught discreetly, although every effort is made to 

incorporate cross curricula writing and other elements of these subjects. The majority of 

the other subjects: history, geography, computing, design and technology, art and music, 

are taught in a thematic approach based on historical or geographical topics. Physical 

education is met within the lessons on site and also through residential trips and offsite 

activity days, were children are challenged and learn to work as a team while developing 

their own sense of independence.  

In accordance with the statutory requirement to teach a modern foreign language, we 

provide opportunities for the children to develop their foreign skills with French. Children 

learn French from reception up to year 6. The school has close links with a school in 

France. The children in all classes create penfriends and send letters to each other 

throughout their time in school. Year 6 pupils visit France and spend time being educated in 

a French school setting. Beuzeville La Grenier school visit the Pochin school every year and 

experience an English curriculum. The whole school community looks forward to these 

events and all year groups participate in an assembly for our international friends.  

The Pochin School has a carefully planned out curriculum based around selected 

themes which allow all children to access their learning and progress through the 

national curriculum.  



Our Values and Aims 
The Pochin School uses: TRUST golden rules; Believe statements; mission statement 

and aims to guide all day to day work and decisions we make. They are known and 

understood by the pupils, staff and governors and regularly discussed with parents. 

Our values and ethos underpin our mission statement and lie at the heart of 

everything we do. 

‘Valuing individuals through high expectations’ 

 

The aims of our Curriculum 
As a school we have an in depth understanding of the needs of our community and our 

curriculum is designed to meet these through the following aims: 

• To ensure children enjoy their learning through experiencing success and by 

increasing their self esteem 

 

•    To ensure children become independent, confident learners who take 

increasing responsibility for their own learning and well-being; contributing 

positively to the school and wider community 

 
•    To ensure children acquire the necessary skills for learning, now and in the 

future, by developing lively, enquiring minds and the ability to question, share 
ideas and work co operatively 

 
•    To ensure children recognise and develop their own personal skills to the best 

of their ability 
 

• To ensure no child leave without achieving the minimum expectation for primary 
pupils or being supported on the best paths for their future. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Reading 

Intent 

At Pochin School Primary, we aim to provide high quality teaching and learning 

experiences to enable our children to become skilled, fluent and inquisitive 

readers.  We endeavour to make reading engaging and exciting to promote reading for 

pleasure. 

We recognise that each child learns to read at their own pace and in their own way. 

We adapt our teaching to make sure every child is making the best possible progress. 

We provide additional, innovative support for children needing it through Reading and 

Phonics interventions. 

Implementation 

READING IN CLASS 

Teaching staff read regularly to the children through modelled reading, shared 

stories, poems and information books. The children and adults are skilled at 

recommending and sharing books with each other. We make time to ensure that we 

read to the children, which provides opportunities to visualise, develop their 

imagination and wide their vocabulary. 

We have daily Guided Reading and Whole Class Reading sessions in all classes and we 

record the children’s progress as we read. We update reading folders that are kept 

within school on a weekly basis which track how often the children read with an adult 

in and out of school, reading achievements and the children’s progress. We have a 

strong link to home via the reading diaries that both the children and adults write in 

to share experiences, success and suggested next steps. The children have lots of 

books to choose from, each class has a librarian who will help to promote certain 

books and suggest to both the children and the adults new titles etc.  

READING SKILLS 

In our Early Years and KS1  - Please see Early Phonics and Reading below. 

In our KS2 we use a wide range of strategies that support us in teaching the 

children to not only read the text but engage and respond to the text. We use the 

VIPERS strategy to help us develop the key skills. 

VOCABULARY INFERENCE PREDICTION EXPLANATION RETRIEVAL 

SEQUENCE/SUMMARISE 



Insert the reading VIPERS posters on the website 

READING FOR PLEASURE 

We have reading corners in every classroom. Children who still need to consolidate 

their reading skills have access to reading books in colour bands to support the level 

and pitch of the books they chose to support progression of their reading skills. 

Children can choose these books to read and change their books regularly. Once the 

reading bands have been completed children become free readers choosing from a 

range of appropriate books.  Once a book is completed, the children fill in a book 

review with an aim to recommended it to a friend. 

We strive to make reading fun and enjoyable for everyone through reading 

competitions and challenges. We always take part in the annual World Book Day and 

really enjoy dressing up and sharing stories.  

TEACHERS AS READERS 

Classes will share a book based on a theme or an interest of the children. Each day 

there is a dedicated time for teachers to read to the pupils. We believe it is 

essential for teachers to act as role models and to inspire pupils to read and promote 

a love of reading. Teachers select from the highest quality texts and we are so well 

supported by our PTA who are willing to invest should a new book catches the 

interest of our children.  

The children will be expected to use their reading skills in every lesson and our 

teachers provide opportunities to read in all subjects.  

Impact  

As a Year 6 reader, transitioning into secondary school, we aspire that our children are 

fluent, confident and able readers, who can access a range of texts for pleasure and 

enjoyment, as well as use their reading skills to unlock learning and all areas of the 

curriculum. We firmly believe that reading is the key to all learning and so the impact of our 

reading curriculum goes beyond the results of the statutory assessments. 

In addition to this: 

• Parents and carers will have a good understanding of how they can support reading at 

home, and contribute regularly to home-school records. 
• The % of pupils working at age related expectations and above age-related 

expectations within each year group will be at least in line with national averages and 

will match the ambitious targets of individual children. 
• There will be no significant gaps in the progress of different groups of pupils (e.g. 

disadvantaged vs non-disadvantaged) 

   



Writing 
Intent 

At The Pochin Primary School we love to write and we plan our lessons based around our topic 

areas and high quality texts. Our writing curriculum is rich and varied throughout the school 

and extends beyond English into other curriculum subjects such as history, geography, 

religious education and science. Our curriculum is designed to enable children to learn key 

skills, practise, consolidate and apply them and then master them across different genres of 

writing. Grammar and spelling are an integral part of our curriculum. Where possible children 

learn these skills in a context so that they understand how it relates to real life too. 

Implementation  

Our writing lessons include activities such as role play and drama, hot seating, 

discussion and debate, listening to and retelling good quality texts, researching, 

annotating and editing, talking and drawing and writing! We teach all the key areas 

but we keep it fun and lively to ensure all our children love to write. 

Impact  

The writing curriculum is evaluated through:  

• Formative assessment - High quality verbal and written feedback given to our 

children throughout the lesson.  

•  Regular subject monitoring, which includes book scrutiny, learning walks, lesson 

‘drop-ins’ and pupil voice which are timetabled throughout the year. 

•  Analysis of summative assessments. 

•  Regular writing moderation - within year groups, across year groups, within our 

trust.  

  



Maths 
Intent 

At the Pochin School our aim is to provide children with the mathematical skills they 

need to become accurate, confident and creative mathematicians, well equipped for 

the next stage of their education. The Pochin values are learning behaviours we 

foster and develop. Children are encouraged to be resilient mathematicians, 

developing flexibility and fluency in their learning as they grow more confident in 

their problem solving. We endeavour to see all children achieve their full potential in 

Mathematics, to have a secure grasp of key skills as well as the tools to solve 

problems efficiently.  

 

 

Implementation 

We share the expectation that all pupils are capable of achieving age related 

expectations, so the large majority of pupils progress through the curriculum at 

broadly the same rate. The White Rose Maths Scheme helps teachers to plan 

carefully sequenced learning which develops deep conceptual understanding, fluency in 

key skills and opportunities for children to think deeply. Support is given to children 

who grasp concepts quickly and need to extend their learning as well as to those who 

find specific concepts difficult to grasp.  

 

Impact 

As a result of our Maths teaching, our children will enjoy and succeed in 

Mathematics. In our classrooms you will see children engaged in learning Maths and 

able to represent their learning in different ways whilst reaching or exceeding the 

expected standards for their age group. Teachers and other adults enable children to 

develop good mathematical understanding by modelling, explaining, representing, 

giving timely feedback and questioning skilfully.   

Our planning is well sequenced, informed by careful assessments and matched to the 

children’s needs. The outcomes our children achieve show that they have developed 

the skills and confidence needed to reason, calculate and solve problems skilfully.   

  



Science 
Intent  

At The Pochin School, it is our intention to provide children with the Science skills 

they need to become confident, inquisitive scientists, who are equipped with the skills 

they need to for the next stage of their education and who recognise the importance 

of Science in every aspect of daily life. We encourage the children to be competent 

researchers, investigators and evaluators, whilst equipping them with the facts they 

need. We give the teaching and learning of Science high prominence, it is taught both 

as a discrete subject and where appropriate cross curricular links are made for 

example with writing and maths.  

Implementation  

We expect that the majority of pupils to achieving age related expectations, so the 

large majority of pupils progress through the curriculum at broadly the same rate. 

Our curriculum links directly to scientific knowledge, skills and understanding to 

ensure that learning is sequenced, progressive and continuous. Wherever possible the 

curriculum is enriched with opportunities for the children to apply their scientific 

skills and knowledge. Working in the school garden, visits from outside agencies as 

well as educational visits supplement our carefully sequenced curriculum. Support is 

given to children who achieve ARE to extend their learning, as well as those who find 

concepts more difficult to understand.  

Impact  

The successful approach to the teaching of science at The Pochin School results in a 

fun, engaging, high quality science education, that provides children with the 

foundations for understanding the world and equips them for further scientific 

study. Assessment at is predominantly formative using both formal strategies (e.g. 

periodic year group assessment tasks, quizzes) and informal strategies (use of 

concept maps, verbal/written outcomes, reflection tasks/presentations, knowledge 

harvest and evaluation sheets at the beginning and end of each topic). This allows for 

misconceptions and gaps to be addressed more immediately rather than building on 

insecure scientific foundations.  

We hope to foster in the children of The Pochin School a love of science work and an 

interest in further study and work in this field along with retention of knowledge 

that is pertinent to Science with a real-life context. They are able to question ideas 

and reflect on knowledge. Children can articulate their understanding of scientific 

concepts and reason scientifically using rich language linked to science. Through their 

work they demonstrate a high love of mathematical skills, organising, recording and 



interpreting results, work collaboratively and practically to investigate and 

experiment. Most achieve age related expectations in Science at the end of their 

cohort year. 

 

  



Early Years  
 

Intent: why do we teach what we teach? 

In the Early Years at The Pochin School, we believe that every pupil is unique. We 

ensure all children have the opportunity to develop and learn in a safe and nurturing 

environment where play and learning is combined. Through practical learning 

experiences, we strive to equip children with a love of learning and a natural curiosity. 

We are committed to giving our pupils the best possible start to their school life, 

teaching those skills that ensure their well- being now and success in the future. 

 

Our intent is to: 

• Establish an environment that is nurturing, bright and exciting and one that is 

full of interesting and challenging activities in which learning can take place. 

• Respond to children’s interests and use these to inform planning. 

• Deliver a curriculum based on entitlement for all, that considers each child’s 

existing knowledge and experiences, and where the children can engage in first 

hand experiences. 

• Give children opportunities to practise, revise and extend knowledge and skills 

in a consistent and stable environment. 

• Enable children to develop characteristics of effective learning, which will 

enable them to become independent, resourceful and resilient learners now and 

throughout their education. 

• To ensure the EYFS team continues to build upon their professional 

development. 

• Inform and involve parents and carers as much as possible in their child’s 

learning so they know how to support and deepen their child’s learning.  

 

Our curriculum is designed to develop the characteristics of effective learning: 

Creating and thinking critically – pupils have and develop their own ideas, make links 

between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 

Active learning – pupils keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy their 

achievements 

Playing and exploring – pupils investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. 

  



Implementation: how do we teach what we teach? 

Pupils learn through a balance of child-initiated and adult-directed activities.  The 

timetable is carefully structured so that children have rigorous directed teaching in 

English, maths and phonics everyday with regular circle time sessions to focus on 

PSED.   

 

In order to implement our intent, we have: 

• Ensured that staff are equipped with the necessary professional development 

to deliver our curriculum. 

• A curriculum which is broad and balanced and which builds on the knowledge, 

understanding and skills of all pupils, from individual starting points and offers 

challenge and breath when working alongside year 1 pupils.  

• An Early Years curriculum that uses a combination topic themes, following the 

children’s interests and enrichment opportunities.  

• Meaningful learning experiences, developing each pupil’s characteristics of 

learning 

• High quality interactions with adults that demonstrate and impact on the 

progress of all pupils. 

• Careful assessment opportunities are embedded into our planning so next steps 

can be identified and acted upon quickly. 

• Developed an effective and engaging environment that is set up so that pupils 

can access all areas of learning both inside and outside at any one time. 

• Home learning opportunities that allow children to build on their school 

experiences at home. 

 

Impact: how do we know what pupils have learnt and how well they have learnt 

it? 

Through Implementing the above: 

• All the staff in class 1 know the children well and have nurturing relationships. 

• Early Years staff have expert knowledge of child development and 

understanding of play and progression. 

• Children’s progress is at least good from their varied starting points. 

• Children reach or exceed the Early Learning Goals at the end of Reception. 

• Class teachers make formative assessments which inform planning and 

interactions to ensure that all pupils build on their current knowledge and skills 

at a good pace. 



• Judgements are moderated both in school and externally with local schools. 

• Children are ready to transition from the Early Years curriculum to the 

National Curriculum in Year 1. 

• Children demonstrate curiosity, independence, resilience and other 

characteristics of effective learning. 

 



Phonics and Early Reading  
Intent 

At The Pochin School, we are passionate about ensuring all children become confident 

and enthusiastic readers and writers. We believe that Read, Write, Inc (RWI) 

phonics provides the foundations of learning to make the development into fluent 

reading and writing easier. Children learn to read fluently and at speed so they can 

focus on developing their skills in comprehension, vocabulary and spelling. Through 

RWI phonics children learn a simple alphabetic code followed by a more complex code. 

All reading books progress cumulatively, matched to the sound’s children are learning 

and already know. The teaching of phonics is of high priority. We aim to develop a 

love of books and reading from the beginning of child’s learning journey with us and 

value the role of parents as partners in this vital task. Our pupils are encouraged to 

read for pleasure and read widely. We hear our children read regularly both 

individually and in groups. We also value reading for its impact on vocabulary 

development and comprehension skills. We read aloud to our children daily and in 

Reception and Key Stage 1 have a daily rhyme time session. 

 

Implementation 

• The systematic teaching of phonics has a high priority throughout the Early Years 

Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Key Stage 1. Phonics is taught daily to all children in 

EYFS, Year 1 and those in Year 2 who have not passed the phonics screening in Year 1 

or completed the Read, Write, Inc (RWI) phonics programme. 

• In the EYFS, a vital aspect in the development of essential knowledge and skills in 

phonics is the use of continuous provision. This means that children are using and 

developing taught skills throughout the year on a daily/weekly basis. 

• We constantly provide enhancement opportunities to engage learners and link to our 

topics. We encourage children to be independent in the continuous provision. 

• Children also take part in daily synthetic phonics sessions, which follow the Read 

Write Inc. scheme. Children are encouraged to transfer the skills they learn in 

phonics sessions into their independent reading and writing in the continuous 

provision. 

• Children are taught to: 

- decode letter/sounds correspondences quickly and effortlessly, using their phonic 

knowledge and skills 



-  read ‘tricky’ (red words) on sight 

- understand what they read 

- read aloud with fluency and expression 

- write confidently, with a strong focus on vocabulary and grammar 

- spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds in words 

- acquire good handwriting 

• In addition, children are taught to work effectively with a partner to explain and 

consolidate what they are learning. This provides the teacher with opportunities to 

assess learning and to pick up on difficulties, such as children’s poor articulation, or 

problems with blending or alphabetic code knowledge. 

• Children are grouped, according to their progress in reading rather than their 

writing. This is because it is known that children’s progress in writing will lag behind 

progress in reading, especially for those whose motor skills are less well developed. 

• Staff ensure that children read books that are closely matched to their increasing 

knowledge of phonics and the ‘red words’. This is so that, early on, they experience 

success and gain confidence that they are readers. Alongside this, the teachers read 

a wide range of stories, poetry and non-fiction to children: they are soon able to read 

these texts for themselves. 

• Adults read stories and rhymes to the children every day where a love of reading is 

promoted. The children learn rhymes and perform them daily.  

• For those children who are not making the expected level of progress in phonics and 

reading will have 1:1 or small group interventions. With RWI one-to-one tutoring for 

our slowest progress readers in YR to Y2, we ensure that no child gets left behind. 

 

Impact 

Through the teaching of systematic phonics, our aim is for children to become fluent 

readers by the end of Key Stage 1. The children read books in line with their phonics 

knowledge. Children can then focus on developing fluency and comprehension 

throughout the school. Embedding the alphabetic code early on means that children 

quickly learn to write simple words and sentences. Attainment in phonics is measured 

by the phonics screen Test at the end of Year 1 and ongoing assessment throughout 

the Read, Write, Inc programme. 

 



Pupil voice shows pupils enjoy being read aloud to. Our Read Write Inc lessons show 

that children understand and can answer questions on the texts that they read. Pupil 

progress can be seen through termly and year end data. 

 

  



History 
 

Intent  

 

History is all around us. It is part of who we are, who we have been and who we will 

be. It ranges from our own history, to the history of our country to the history of 

ancient civilisations and how they have shaped the world in which we live. At the 

Pochin School, our intent, when teaching history, is to develop the children’s 

knowledge and skills through a stimulating and creative curriculum. We aim not only to 

look at history throughout the ages but also history which strengthens our links to 

and understanding of the local community.  

 

History at the Pochin School has been designed to engage the children in a range of 

history topics which covers the national curriculum expectations. Progression in 

knowledge, skills and vocabulary has been inbuilt into our planning scheme to ensure 

progress as the children move through the school.  

 

Our curriculum has been designed to have a special focus on the local history and 

local area where appropriate. In particular, we encourage case studies into local 

historical figures such as Lady Jayne Grey, Richard III and the Battle of Bosworth 

and the local family ‘The Pochins’, who have strong links to the schools own history 

and is an invaluable source of artefacts of World War Two. We also  highlight local 

places of historical interest such as Pochin Hall,  Beacon Hill, Bradgate Park, local 

Stone Age sites as well as local museums such as Jewry Wall, Sudbury Hall and the 

Nottingham Gallery of Justice.  

 

Where possible, we promote creative cross-curricular learning to give the children 

the most engaging history learning experience we can.  

 

 

Implementation 

 

The class teacher will have main responsibility for the delivery of the curriculum in a 

way which suits both them and the class. The curriculum provided gives the class 

teacher a working knowledge of the history topic they are teaching. Each history 

topic has progression of knowledge which highlights the key pieces of knowledge the 



children need to learn. It also provides progression of skills which enables the 

children to develop as the move through the school. Work will be tailored by the class 

teacher to support the learning needs and style of the individual class and pupil so all 

children can access the history curriculum. Where possible the children will have 

experiences and resources which will ignite excitement and bring history to life.  

 

Impact 

 

Through the high quality first teaching of History taking place we will see the impact 

of the subject in different ways. Children will be able to use their pupil voice to 

discuss their learning and developing skills in history. They will engage with their 

learning through first hand experiences and want to find out more to boost their own 

knowledge and enjoyment. Children’s work will demonstrate the wide range of work 

and experiences the children have across the age-range. Work will be differentiated 

where appropriate and deliver the history at an appropriate level. The school and 

classroom environments will reflect the children’s enjoyment of history. 

 

Monitoring and evaluation of the subject will feed into improvements to ensure the 

history curriculum is continually delivered to a high standard.  

 

  



Geography 
Intent 

Our intent for the Geography element of the Pochin curriculum is to instil in pupils a 

curiosity and fascination about the world and its people. We believe that Geography 

helps to provoke and provide answers to questions about the natural and human 

aspects of the world. 

We have developed the progression of long term skills and knowledge in our 

curriculum to ensure that children develop a range of transferable skills which could 

be used in all aspects of life. Our aim is for these skills to further facilitate 

promotion of children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. This is 

shown throughout our plans for progression in every year group, alongside facts and 

exciting opportunities for learning. 

Our teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, 

resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding 

of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. Our progressive plans provide the 

framework and approaches that offer an explanation of how the Earth’s features 

at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 

As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to 

deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, 

and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. At Pochin, we intend to 

teach skills which will enable children to develop into global citizens, who understand 

their role in the world and how their actions have an impact on the world.  

At Pochin, we encourage our children to investigate local geography, learning about 

their surroundings and how to protect them.  This is developed in every class by our 

children completing fieldwork within the school grounds and our local community. 

 

We intend for children to deepen their understanding of the interaction between 

physical and human processes and how this affects landscapes and environments. 

Emphasis is placed on investigative learning opportunities to help children gain a 

coherent knowledge of understanding of each unit of work covered throughout the 

school. 

 

 

 



Implementation 

At The Pochin School, we implement a progressive geography curriculum that builds 

on prior knowledge and skills year on year.  The geography curriculum will be taught 

through themes which are aimed to be challenging, inspiring, creative, nurturing and 

encourage active learning. The learners will revisit geographical skills and knowledge 

in order to embed and deepen understanding.  

These skills are covered through a range of motivating experiences which engage the 

learner, such as visits from experts, outdoor learning in the school grounds and local 

area, fieldwork trips and class trips and residential trips. 

The lessons are carefully planned to ensure that all children are well supported in 

their learning and that opportunities for depth is planned for.  We ensure that trips 

and visiting experts enhance the learning experiences for the children. 

Planning is based on our rolling programme, which is carefully designed to cover each 

aspect of the Geography curriculum over the two years. 

In Key Stage 1, the children learn about local, national and international geography, 

acquiring basic map reading skills, learning what a city is, weather monitoring and 

exploring their local environment. In Key Stage 2, we expand international geography 

further by delving deeper into human and physical geography.  

Children will learn about geographical processes such as how mountains are formed, 

the journey of a river, the water cycle, erosion and deforestation.  

In our French exchange every alternate year, our learners have the opportunity to 

apply the knowledge and skills they have embedded during their primary school years 

e.g. a self-guided day walk, deploying their map skills using Ordnance Survey maps. In 

geography, as in other subjects, pupils have wide opportunities to apply and practice 

their reading and writing skills. 

 

Impact 

By the end of their primary education at The Pochin School, our learners will be 

equipped with the geographical skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready 

for the secondary curriculum and for life as an adult in the wider world. The children 

will be able to discuss their learning and demonstrate their knowledge and 

understanding through a range of activities.   

We aspire for children to leave The Pochin School being able to debate and discuss 

geographical issues and to be able to reflect and form their own opinions on matters 

such as climate change and natural disasters. 



We measure our impact based on pupils’ confidence to ask and explore questions to 

further their own geographical knowledge and understanding. They will be inquisitive 

young learners and citizens who choose to understand global environmental issues and 

seek to make a personal difference in protecting and shaping the world we share. 

The children’s learning is assessed against the age-related expectation bands that 

are based on the 2014 National Curriculum statements for Geography. We offer a 

variety of practical opportunities such as quizzes, discussions and presentations, 

supporting children to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and skills. This 

enables teachers to set appropriate, progressive targets and challenge children in 

their thinking and learning. In this way, we prepare our learners fully for transition to 

secondary school when they leave The Pochin School. 

  



Art and Design 
Intent 

The Pochin School aims to inspire pupils and develop their confidence to experiment 

and invent their own works of art. We aim to  give pupils every opportunity to develop 

their ability, nurture their talent and interests, express their ideas and thoughts 

about the world, as well as learning about the rich heritage and culture of the British 

Isles and beyond. 

When children leave the Pochin school they are expected to be able to: 

• Produce creative work, exploring and recording their ideas and experiences. 

• Be proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques. 

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using subject-specific language. 

• Know about great artists and the historical and cultural development of their 

art. 

• Meet the end of key stage expectations outlined in the National curriculum for 

Art and design. 

 

Implementation 

The teaching of Art and Design has five strands that run throughout. These are: 

• Making skills 

• Formal elements (line, shape, tone, texture, pattern, colour) 

• Knowledge of artists 

• Evaluating 

 

The strands are all revisited in every topic in a rolling program for most year groups. 

Key skills are revisited again and again with increasing complexity in a spiral 

curriculum model. This allows pupils to revise and build on their previous learning. 

We develop pupil’s knowledge and understanding of key artists and art movements 

through the Every picture tells a story units and links to artists through practical 

work. The topics fully scaffold and support essential and age-appropriate sequenced 

learning many linking to cross curricula themes studied in History, Geography, RE and 



British values.  Creativity and independent outcomes are robustly embedded into 

lessons supporting students in learning how to make their own creative choices and 

decisions, so that their art outcomes, whilst still being knowledge-rich, are unique to 

the pupil and personal. 

Impact 

The Pochin School believe that children should be involved in their own evaluation, 

dialogue and decision making about the quality of their outcomes and the 

improvements they need to make. By taking part in regular discussions and decision-

making processes, children will not only know facts and key information about art, but 

they will be able to talk confidently about their own learning journey, have higher 

metacognitive skills and have a growing understanding of how to improve. 

 

The impact is constantly monitored through both formative and summative 

assessment opportunities. Teachers asses pupils against the learning objectives and 

each topic has an end of topic quiz and knowledge catcher. 

 

  



Religious Education 
 

At the Pochin School we teach R.E. according to the Leicestershire Agreed Syllabus. 

This reflects the fact that the religious traditions in Britain are as a whole mainly 

Christian, whilst considering the other main religions of Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, 

Islam and Sikhism. Our pupils live close to one of the most ethnically and diverse 

cities in the United Kingdom – Leicester and therefore need a broad RE offering. 

Intent  

It is our intent that we aim to develop children’s understanding of a range of religions 

and the impact of these beliefs on individuals and the wider world. We encourage 

children to ask questions and show respect for other people’s views and opinions. The 

children are also encouraged to explore their own views, values and beliefs and 

discuss them in a respectful manner. In this way the subject makes a major 

contribution to the spiritual development of children. 

Implementation  

• All pupils in the school have access to high quality RE teaching and learning.  

• The children benefit from a 3 year cycle in classes 1-4, class 5 has a single 

year long term plan.  

• Classes are encouraged to plan enrichment opportunities to enhance pupils 

learning, e.g visiting places of worship and have guest speakers. RE will also be 

covered cross-curricular through other subject areas where appropriate. The 

school follows the Leicestershire Agreed Syllabus which is structured around 

the three strand of learning (Believing, Expressing and Living). This enables 

pupils to connect their learning to these three strands and also see links 

between them. Units are sequenced to help pupils to build knowledge and 

understanding progressively and also re-cap on previous learning.  

• Many religions are introduced to the children and embedded throughout the 

time at the The Pochin School.  

• In Key Stage 2, learning progresses to start to explore religious and non-

religious worldviews in more detail. Pupils are given the opportunity to explore 

the diversity across religions and worldviews and also be able to consider their 

own beliefs. 

 

 

 



Impact 

The impact of our curriculum is measured in terms of the extent to which pupils have 

developed new knowledge, understanding and skills and that they can use and recall 

this with fluency. 

In RE, this will be measured by: 

• In school attainment tracking. 

• Engagement in enrichment activities 

• Pupil voice – questionnaires, pupil book and learning reviews 

• Subject Leader monitoring – Lesson visits, scrutiny of books, assessment, pupil 

interviews and questionnaires 

The RE curriculum and resources used will be evaluated annually. 

 

  



Music 
Intent 

The intent of teaching music in The Pochin School is to help children to feel that they 

are musical, and to develop a life-long love of music. We focus on developing the skills, 

knowledge and understanding that children need in order to become confident 

performers, composers, and listeners. Our curriculum introduces children to music 

from all around the world and across generations, teaching children to respect and 

appreciate the music of all traditions and communities. 

Children will develop the musical skills of singing, playing tuned and untuned 

instruments, improvising and composing music, and listening and responding to music. 

They will develop an understanding of the history and cultural context of the music 

that they listen to and learn how music can be written down. Through music, our 

curriculum helps children develop transferable skills such as team-working, 

leadership, creative thinking, problem-solving, decision-making, and presentation and 

performance skills. These skills are vital to children’s development as learners and 

have a wider application in their general lives outside and beyond school. 

We aim for all our children to be: 

•Be confident performers, composers and listeners and will be able to express 

themselves musically at and beyond school. 

•Show an appreciation and respect for a wide range of musical styles from around the 

world and will understand how music is influenced by the wider cultural, social, and 

historical contexts in which it is developed. 

•Understand the ways in which music can be written down to support performing and 

composing activities. 

•Demonstrate and articulate an enthusiasm for music and be able to identify their 

own personal musical preferences. 

•Meet the end of key stage expectations outlined in the National curriculum for 

Music. 

 

Implementation 

The Pochin School takes a holistic approach to music, in which the individual strands 

below are woven together to create engaging and enriching learning experiences: 

• Performing 



• Listening 

• Composing 

• The history of music 

• The inter-related dimensions of music 

Each unit combines these strands within a cross-curricular topic designed to capture 

pupils’ imagination and encourage them to explore music enthusiastically. Many of the 

cross-curricula topics link to our History or Geography themes taught. Over the 

course of the scheme, children will be taught how to sing fluently and expressively, 

and play tuned and untuned instruments accurately and with control. 

They will learn to recognise and name the interrelated dimensions of music - pitch, 

duration, tempo, timbre, structure, texture and dynamics - and use these 

expressively in their own improvisations and compositions. 

Due to the nature of the rolling program, the children will develop particular skills in 

a yearly cycle, building on previous knowledge and skills taught in the academic year. 

This is then revisited in in future cycles. Children progress in terms of tackling more 

complex tasks and doing more simple tasks better, as well as developing 

understanding and knowledge of the history of music, staff, and other musical 

notations, as well as the interrelated dimensions of music and more.  The school 

teachers whole-class instrumental lessons using tune percussion during   cycle A in 

Key Stage 2. 

 

 

Impact 

The impact of teaching is constantly monitored through both formative and 

summative assessment opportunities. Each lesson teachers assesses pupils against the 

learning objectives and at the end of each unit there is often a performance element 

where teachers can make a summative assessment of pupils’ learning. Assessment 

quizzes and knowledge catchers help staff measure pupil progress. Pupils also 

demonstrate their skills and knowledge through the annual Musical Night held in St 

Mary’s church, the five annual community assemblies held in St Mary’s church and the 

plays that are performed every year across the school to parental audiences.  

Pupils leave The Pochin School equipped with a range of skills to enable them to 

succeed in their secondary education and to be able to enjoy and appreciate music 

throughout their lives. 



French 
Intent  

At The Pochin School, the intention of our MFL curriculum is to develop an interest in 

and thirst for learning other languages. We aim to introduce the learning of the 

French language and the understanding of its culture in enjoyable and stimulating 

ways. We hope to embed the essential skills of listening, reading, speaking and 

writing. We aim to build the children’s ‘culture capital’ so that they are aware of 

similarities and differences between cultures. In short, we hope to lay the 

foundations for future language learning.  

By Year 6 our children are able to converse freely with French children (during the 

school’s annul visit to France where the children spend 2 days with French children 

and at their school and when the French school comes to visit our school) and have a 

regular French Pen friend who they write to and receive letters from. 

 

Implementation 

Our MFL curriculum has been designed to progressively develop skills in French. We 

are currently using CPG units as the core to deliver our French lessons with other 

tried and tested resources to enhance provision in classes. These ensure children 

acquire a bank of vocabulary organized around topics. They ensure development is 

progressive as they build on previous knowledge from units already studied. 

All children in KS1 and KS2 are taught French in a discreet lesson. In most KS1 

classes this happens in blocks while as they go further up the school this becomes 

weekly lessons in class 4 and 5. This is delivered by the class teacher or another 

member of staff during PPA. KS1 children are introduced to MFL through exploring 

songs, rhymes and games. We are also focusing on French outside the classroom. 

Songs will be learnt in preparation for our annual French Day assembly when the 

children preform to French children who visit the school.  

 

 Impact  

Teachers assess French throughout lessons using ‘assessment through learning’. This 

helps teachers plan for future lessons. The children build their confidence and can 

converse freely with French children through the spoken word and also the written 

form successfully. 

  



Physical Education (PE) 
Intent 

The Pochin School believes that Physical Education (PE), experienced in a safe and 

supportive environment, is essential to ensure children attain optimum physical and 

emotional development and good health. We intend to deliver high-quality teaching 

and learning opportunities that inspire all children to succeed in physical education 

and in developing life skills. We want to teach children skills to keep them safe such 

as being able to swim. We also want to teach children how to cooperate and 

collaborate with others as part of an effective team, understanding fairness and 

equity of play to embed life-long values. Our curriculum aims to improve the wellbeing 

and fitness of all children at The Pochin School, not only through the sporting skills 

taught, but through the underpinning values and disciplines PE promotes. 

 

Implementation 

• PE at The Pochin School provides challenging and enjoyable learning through a 

range of sporting activities including; invasion games, net & wall games, strike 

and field games, gymnastics, dance, swimming and outdoor & adventure. 

• The long-term plan sets out the PE units which are to be taught throughout the 

year and ensures that the requirements of the National Curriculum are fully 

met. 

• Pupils participate in two high quality PE lessons each week, covering two 

sporting disciplines every half term. In addition, children are encouraged to 

participate in the varied range of extra- curricular activities. Lunch time 

sports clubs are available and children can attend after school sport clubs. 

• Children are invited to attend competitive sporting events within the local area. 

This is an inclusive approach which endeavours to encourage not only physical 

development but also mental well-being. These events also develop teamwork 

and leadership skills and are very much enjoyed by the children. 

• In non Covid times we will get a small group of Year 6 children are invited to 

become Sports Leaders for the school. They develop into sporting role models 

for the younger children, assisting with lunch-time clubs, our annual Sports day 

and any other Sporting activities. 

• Children participate in workshops/educational visits covering a variety of 

sports throughout the year. For example archery, outdoor and adventure, rock 

climbing, high ropes, trail biking and hiking, again providing the children with an 

opportunity to develop, improve their fitness and to try something new. 

• Children in Class 3 swim once a week for Summer Term.  



 

Impact 

We help motivate children to participate in a variety of sports through quality 

teaching that is engaging and fun. From our lessons, our children learn to take 

responsibility for their own health and fitness, many of whom also enjoy the success 

of competitive sports. We equip our children with the necessary skills and a love for 

sport. They will hopefully grow up to live happy and healthy lives utilising the skills 

and knowledge acquired through PE. 


